
DICE Edward John 

 

 Private  Middlesex Regiment 2nd Battalion. 23rd Brigade, 8th Division 

                Died of wounds: 27/05/1918 

Aged 19 

Service No: G/52936 

He was born at  Tolleshunt Major, Essex in  2nd November 1898. In family circles he was known as Johnnie. 

His Birth Certificate shows his father worked as a stockman. His Attestation papers signed when he joined up in 

1916 showed his family address as 23 Mansfield Road, Wanstead.  His father is shown as Frederick John aged 

52 & his mother as Fanny Dice aged 42. Siblings were Leonard George aged 18, Frederick aged 13, Leslie Eric 

aged 2, Phyllis Joan aged 11and Rosa Vince aged 10.  He was 5 feet 9 1/2 inches tall & weighed 127 pounds.  

(Vince was her Mother's maiden name) reference records & personal details on the family were provided by 

Colleen Morrison. 

He joined up on the 31st October 1916 having previously worked at the Four Keys Public House, Leyton as a 

potman. His home address at the time was 23 Mansfield Road Wanstead. Following training at the depot he was 

assigned to the 2nd battalion of the Middlesex Regiment 15th January 1918. The 2nd Battalion were a regular 

battalion and in August 1914 were stationed  in Malta. They returned to England in September 1914 and were 

assigned to the 23 rd Brigade, 8th Division. The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing 

together of regular army units from various points around the British Empire. The Division moved to the 

Western Front on the 7th November 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been all but 

wiped out at Ypres. They landed at Le Havre. They remained on the Western Front throughout the war. 

However, he only joined them 4 months before he was killed. He was killed in Action in the Third Battle of the 

Aisne when the Germans mounted their Kaiserschlact campaign. His Death Certificate shows him as "presumed 

dead". 

"Third Battle of Aisne, from 27 May-6 June 1918, comprised the final large-scale German attempt to win the 

war before the arrival of the U.S. Army in France, and followed the Lys Offensive in Flanders. 

The focus of the offensive was the Chemin des Dames Ridge, held by the Germans upon their retreat from the 

Marne in September 1914 until their ejection, at huge cost to the French, during the Nivelle Offensive, also 

known as the Second Battle of the Aisne, in April 1917. Erich Ludendorff, although subservient to Paul von 

Hindenburg within the German Third Supreme Command, effectively dictated the planning and execution of the 

German war effort. He determined to reclaim the Chemin des Dames Ridge from the French with the launch of 

a massed concentrated surprise attack. In so doing he anticipated that the French would divert forces from 

Flanders to the Aisne, leaving him to renew his offensive further north, where he believed the war could be won. 

At the time of the offensive the front line of the Chemin des Dames was held by four divisions of the British IX 

Corps, ironically sent from Flanders in early May in order to recuperate. 

The attack was launched early on 27 May with a ferocious heavy artillery bombardment of 4,000 guns across a 

40 km front, against four divisions of IX Corps. Owing to the heavy concentration of primarily British troops in 

front-line trenches, casualties from the bombardment were severe; IX Corps itself was virtually wiped out. The 

bombardment was accompanied by a gas attack, designed to disable defensive gun crews, after which 17 

divisions of German infantry, under Crown Prince Wilhelm, began their advance through a 40 km gap in the 

Allied line. With the Allied forces entirely taken by surprise, the rapid progress of the German troops was 



reminiscent of the more fluid war of movement of the opening months of the war. Between Soissons and Reims 

the Germans broke through a further eight Allied divisions, four British, four French, reaching the Aisne in 

under six hours. By the end of the first day the Germans had gained 15 km of territory and had reached the 

River Vesle. By 30 May the Germans had managed to capture 50,000 Allied soldiers and 800 guns, arriving 

within 90 km of Paris by 3 June. reference :- http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/aisne3.htm" 

 

 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Memorial: SOISSONS MEMORIAL 

The original British Expeditionary Force 

crossed the Aisne in August 1914 a few 

kilometres west of Soissons, and re-crossed it 

in September a few kilometres east. For the 

next three and a half years, this part of the front 

was held by French forces and the city 

remained within the range of German artillery. 

At the end of April 1918, five divisions of 

Commonwealth forces (IX Corps) were posted 

to the French 6th Army in this sector to rest 

and refit following the German offensives on 

the Somme and Lys. Here, at the end of May, 

they found themselves facing the 

overwhelming German attack which, despite 

fierce opposition, pushed the Allies back across the Aisne to the Marne. Having suffered 15,000 fatal casualties, 

IX Corps was withdrawn from this front in early July, but was replaced by XXII Corps, who took part in the 

Allied counter attack that had driven back the Germans by early August and recovered the lost ground. The 

Soissons Memorial commemorates almost 4,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom forces who died 

during the Battles of the Aisne and the Marne in 1918 and who have no known grave. The memorial was 

designed by G H Holt and V O Rees, with sculpture by Eric Kennington. No. of Identified Casualties: 3882 
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